the wile Teial, and Execution, of 
George Robert Fitzgerald, Eſq sz 


"0 ; | 3 CAS f Mayo, on Monday 
% was Hinged Qtirtered and Be - headed at CASTLERAR, in the County 0 50, az 
1 tnc 1285 Lit, four the Mutder of Patrick M* Donnell, Eſq ; and Nr. Hipſon. 


r. FITZGERALD was bro1ght to the bar at 
N at half afte e ght ein the morning, and gwen 
iunchirge o che Jury. He challenvel 15 of the Jury, 
re e np © ile, and the Rt. Hen. the Attorney Gen-ral 
Challenge | ſuch of the Juicy as he was informe. | ſtool 
11 any de hee o te no whip tothe Jeceiie.l, an hono- 
rab e in :nonret po» of his delve to have ſub- 
Nana! jaſtice admininte . without the partiality of 
p julie. He the pio ee lei to open tle cale. and 
continued on his legs 4 c iſilecable time, adducing 
p-oo's and ſtating the enocnnty of the crime, which 
he o (crv-d was ung uuleled-a murder premeditat- 
ed during ti e courſe of cighteen months, and carried 
nto exe:utica with a p-culiac feature of cruelty .. 
Th: firſt evide ice pio lu ed on behalf of the Crown 
was Mr. Callagher, one cf th: pirties who had p:ovi- 
gentially e.eip:d the mo ning of the murder of M- 


Doe neil and Hipcon, whole dzpoinon, as ta the mate- 


rial parts was of the following purport: That Mr. 
Fitzgerald, had laid many plans to deftroy Mr. M 
Donn-il, which had filed, untill a fot from Mr. 
Fitzg-r4\4d's ho iſe, that wann led this div oted victim 
as he paſſe 1 it, ſe med the prelude of thoſe frage il e- 
vents that ſo en follo sel; that for the above aſſlult 
a min hal ben tried and acq nted: tnat fia ng this 
attempt fo far ſicceſsful, Fitz zerald hid powell a 
migiſtrate, a Mr. O Mealy, 10 take exumnations a- 


giinkt Mc. M' Dotactl, Gallagher, and Hüpfen, an! 
pre vaile j on this unworthy magiſtrate, whofe m- f 


in # n has been ſin ee recalled, to grant wartants a- 
ginſt theſe gentlemen -- that Mr. M' Donne l hear- 
ing of theſe tranſactions, and kno ving the i:1piacathle 
deſperation of Fuzgerald his nig hot quit his houſe 
and came to dd in the to yn of Caſtleb ir fo? ſofety. 
That on the 20 Of February, M* Danall, Callagher 


aud Hipſon wentin eempiny to M' Donn#ll's hone. 


in order to give on directions to his ſervants, ab vit 


te no chovs of th-forany wn, of which Fitzger 114 hi- 


ving information he fent a party to tak: then. int» 
cuſtody on the ſurreptiticus warrants, and before the 
Purty arrived the gentlem-n hid left th: houſe, but 
fiaJingthemfelves p irſuꝛd, rcok ſh:1ter in 2 ho iſ-01 


the road, which was foon ater ſurrounded by the pur 


ty, who after fiting fey-ral ſhots into it, at laſt burſt 


op en the door, th it the witn=(s Callagh2r, im: on 


and afk *d them the reaſon of this artack? they an- 
ſwered they had warrants ag unſt Mr. M* Donnell, 
Hipſ n and himſelf; he then d:ſired them to produce 
the warants but they refuſe i (> to do, and enquired 
far M* Donuell. 
having previouſly taken the precautio i to concert him 
ina heip of milt; fro n whence however they ſoon af- 
ter dragge i him out. and having ſet him on hotſe h ick 


oonducte i him together with deponent and Mr. Hip- 
fo1. whom they tisdto one another and brought then 


priſon ts to Fitzgerald's ho 1ſe, where they wece kept 
until next morning. pretending it was too late then tu 
Vring them before a magiſtrate. That in the morning 
; 2uard was prepare to conduct them, hen de w- 
:nt heard Fitzgerald, give direQio:1. to Andrew 

_ aig, to be ſure to ſeeute his priſoners, and if the:r 
is areſcu: to ſhy5t them. That when they were bro- 
tht abo it two or thre2 hundred yards fro n the hiniſe 

„ udrew Cra called ot to the p uHrty. A reſcue ! © 
", 4 whicta itt was fired by one of the tere guard, 


— — 


dreſſe 4 the Court as follows: 


Gallagher toid them he had rode off 


killed one of Fitzgerold's own men, and wounded o 
or 4 They then firedat Hipſonr and depanent, wh 
fell as i killed; and afterwards followed M' Donne 
ho from one of the firſt ſhots had been wounded in 
the arm, and his mate taking fright was making off 
with him; Lut he was ſtoped at the bridge by a man 
purpoſely paſted there to prevent an eſcape, when 
Andrew Craig, coming up faced a ſhot in his body, & 
killed him. 

On his defence Fitzgerald called on ſume witneſſe 
to prove that he was nut preſent during the citeum- 
ſtance of the murders, or aiding or aſſiſting thereat, bu 
the ma de no material change inhis favour. 

The trixl laſted fifteen hours. The Jury retited at 
eleven o' clock at night, and in about ten or fitteen 
minutes brought in their verdict GUILTY. 

On Monday laft 5. R. Fitzgerald, Eſq; was btou- 
ght into Court, to re-cive ſe ntence of drath. He ad- 


„ My Lords, 


* 1 HUMBLY hope for the humane indulgence of 


this Court, to my preſent moſt unhappy ſituation. 


do nat mean my Lotds, to take up your time but 
truſt what I ſh ul ſay will be attended with effect, the 


very ſhort period of time that has elapſed ſince my 


cnviction, has been taken up in adj ufling my tem- 
poral affairs; and in truth my Lords. even theſe are 


nei yet perfectly ſettled but I now wiſh to make 


om? pteperation, ſome ſettlement of peace with Hea- 
ven. before I paſs int) the preſence of an all-ſceing & 


| zuilly offended God which lam about to do. 


My Lords, you may be led to imagine that I plead 
for this indulgence of time in hopeful expectatien of 


_ obtaining his Majeſty's purdon : but my Lords I do 


m oſt (Hleinnly declare, it is no wch in ſucement; for if 

h.s M ysſty were to offer me his pardon nay his Crowu 
along with it, I woutd ace pt of either the en or the 
ortet ; un ler th: weight of ſuch a verdict againkt me, 
it is im po ſiol: I could ever look one of the communi- 
ty in the countenance, of again hold up my head in ſo 
ciety. I. et it not my Lords he un derſtond that by this 
declaration I inſinua te or infer the ſmalleſt degree of 
cenſute on th: verdict ot the Jury, No my Lords 1 
knw them all to be gentlemen of the moſt fait ana & 
irrepro ichable characters; men not to be biaſſed, and 
who could not avoid bringing me in guilty if I were 
their brother from the body of evidence that appear d 
ag iinſt me- which if | was before acquaine4 with, I 
ſ; 4 have endeavoured:tu have witneſſ-s to rep:! 
that bo iy, the only thing I plead for is time. Here he 


ended his ended his ſp eech, and the Chief Baron with 


tears in his eyes, recapitulated the rigour of the Jaw 


hs duty as a Judge, obſcrving the unfortunate Mr. 


N D nal. had bzey ſent into eternity without a mo 
ments warniagthat after ſcnience of death hadbeenpa- 
ld, and the order for execution it was not in the 
poet of the Court to grant his requeſt, 

He ws then immediately orderered for execution, after his 
body hel haps the uſual time it wa cut down, diſmember*d 
quartere his hea | diſſcvered from his body. | 
„Thus enled the life of that mu whoe hocrid tranſaQions 
have m wc ſuch a noiſe in this country who was in poſſ<ffi vn 
of ev eryacc'mpliſh ment thatcoufd ornament the man, and in 
affl vencs ſufficient to enjoy every bleſſing of nature — but all 
which were deſtroyed by a moſt implacable and ſanguinary 


diſpoſition. 
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